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MANILLA. [an anonymous letter] 
It is not often anything is published in the 
newspapers of the colony, unless the editor 
thinks it is of some importance or 
information to the general public and its 
many readers, as well as subscribers. With 
the foregoing knowledge, I pen a few 
remarks of what occurred in Manilla on 
Saturday night last, September 12,1885; and 
trust to the generosity of the proprietors, 
and the leniency of the editor for any 
bungling that may occur in them, that they 
will deem them worthy of a corner in the 
Maitland Mercury newspaper, as being the 
largest in circulation north of Sydney 
(without exception) to my knowledge. 
 
It is well known that a contract has been 
taken by the firm of G. H. Royce and Co., of 
Sydney, for the erection of an iron lattice 
bridge over the Namoi River, at the above-
named town-ship. Such bridge consists of 
some five main spans, each about 120 feet 
long, resting upon cylinders sunk into the 
rock to the number of ten, thus forming five 
piers for the main girders to be connected 
with and bolted down to. It is also 

composed of six spans of approach, each 60 
feet long, also having large screw-pile 
cylinders for the formation of those piers, 
thus making a thorough and strongly 
constructed bridge for the requirements of 
the main Government road right through to 
t h e b ord e r s o f Q u e e ns l an d , v i z . , 
Goondiwindi from Tamworth via Manilla, 
Barraba, Bingera, Warialda, and on to 
Goondiwindi. I cannot say much about the 
road past this place, but down to Tamworth 
I have travelled over it, and it was in pretty 
fair condition, but wants repairing here and 
there, but the dust was enough to choke any 
white man on a middling hot day, if the 
slightest breeze was blowing either along 
the road or across it. Wool teams are 
beginning to make their appearance, having 
their heavy loads of wool, taking them to 
Tamworth, thence by rail to Newcastle or 
Morpeth. Some of the teams comprise 12 
and 14 horses in one team, which, together 
with their neatly packed and well secured 
bales of wool, is seldom ever seen by a 
townsman from about your locality. The 
grass hereabouts is nearly all eaten up 
around this place, and rain is very badly 

wanted, both by the squatters and selectors, 
as well as the few local farmers, for 
everything is drying up for want of 
moisture. 
Mr. C. Baldwin, who is well known in West 
Maitland, and connected with your well-
respected townsman, Mr. Isaac Gorrick (of 
hospital and charity fame), by marriage, has 
just started shearing his flocks of sheep. I 
have not visited his shed yet, but I intend 
doing so shortly; but I am reliably informed 
that the clip of wool will be very good, 
considering the state of the country, and the 
kind of weather we have had during the past 
twelve months. 
 
The health of the inhabitants around here is 
very good, so far; but, by-and-by, when the 
fly begins to appear, they will he troubled 
for want of some medical assistance to 
alleviate the painful and distressing feeling 
of the blight. Everybody has had it, more or 
less, here during the last summer; and, 
therefore, I am one of that every-body, so I 
speak from experience. But mine was only 
of a mild form, which, together with my 
occupation, was something dreadful to bear 
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and put up with, for the heat of the day 
added by the artificial heat of fire, made the 
perspiration flow and enter the eyes in 
endless streams. I sincerely hope and trust 
that I may be more fortunate the coming 
summer, as I also re-echo the wish of 
everybody on the same subject. 
When next I write I may be able to give you 
some more interesting news, as we very 
seldom have any to send from here, but on 
this occasion I find something not only 
from the dinner given by the contractor of 
the bridge, but also Mr. R. Crabb, G.S.V.D., 
I.O.G.T., is now in this township, and 
delivered a lecture and several addresses to 
the inhabitants of and around, Manilla. His 
meetings are fairly attended and attentively 
listened to, and highly appreciated by the 
audiences. 

I find that I am getting rather too much out 
of my way to what I intended to write you 
about, but I will now begin by telling you all 
about that dinner for the employees of the 
contractor for the erection of the bridge, 
Messrs. G. H. Royce and Co., of Sydney. It 
has been the usual custom of Mr. G. H. 

Royce, on the occasion of hoisting any of 
the main spans of the various bridges his 
firm has had the honour of erecting in this 
and other colonies, to do as other employers 
in the old country do, viz., to treat the men 
to a glass of good ale upon the successful 
hoisting of No. 3 span (middle of this 
bridge), this being considered one of the 
greatest feats accomplished during the 
whole course of erection. Well, instead of 
giving the men their usual glass of ale as on 
the last occasion of hoisting the other 
girder, he altered the programme. For, on 
that occasion, some of the men, boosters I 
presume, got on the spree and kept it up for 
some days afterwards. Then the boosters 
said that if Mr. Royce had not given them 
that glass of beer they would not have gone 
on the spree. Poor argument ! And their 
statements having come to the ears of the 
contractor (Mr. Royce), he decided that in 
future he would not give anyone any more 
beer, and in this he was ably supported by 
his kind and good wife, for they built 
themselves a house in the town so as to be 
enabled to be present at the works at all 
times if possible, for they have to visit 

Bingara bridge, now in course of erection, 
and of which they are the contractors. But 
to give the employees a good substantial 
dinner instead of beer, so that every one of 
the workmen could participate in the 
generosity of the contractor, for we have a 
few Good Templars working amongst us, 
and when beer was given out the I.O.G.T. 
received nothing, while the boosters got a 
drink and some got more afterwards than 
they could carry; but this time there is no 
excuse, no beer, no bad heads but ready for 
work on Monday morning again, with a still 
greater effort of pushing on the works to 
perfection as much as possible. 
 
 Mrs. Royce with her genial and charitable 
feelings, combined with a wish for the 
welfare of all their employees, determined 
to use her best efforts in getting up the 
dinner herself, as none of the business 
people of this place would do it for anything 
like a reasonable figure, in fact some would 
not undertake it at any figure (what would 
Jacob Small or Tom Henderson of your 
town-ship say to the energies of business 
people up this way), it being too large a job 
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for them to undertake, and very likely they 
did not know how to go about it; but Mrs. 
Royce tackled the job herself, and with the 
assistance of her own domestic servants, 
assisted by the wives of one or two of the 
workmen, Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Fred. 
Roberts, who is known in West Maitland, 
and some other young ladies, a dinner was 
prepared and placed upon the tables second 
to none that could be got up in any town in 
New South Wales. For there was plenty of 
everything in the shape of turkeys, fowls, 
hams, sucking pigs, puddings, pastry, and 
fruit, including as many cups of tea as one 
could desire. Plenty and to spare was 
provided for a large number, to which all 
were invited to partake, free of cost to 
anyone, and about 33 of the employees sat 
down to the tables, presided over at the 
head by Mr. G. H. Royce, he being the head 
of the firm, and ably assisted at the other 
end of the table by Mr. F. M. Smith, 
foreman, assisted by Mr. Stein, another of 
the firm's foremen, as also Mr. Edwards, 
cashier to the firm, doing everything to 
make all the workmen comfortable and 

welcome to partake of the good things 
provided.  

At 6.30 p.m., everything being in readiness, 
Mr. Royce gave directions for starting the 
engine which was to drive the electric light, 
to light up the room provided for the 
dinner, viz., under one of the spans of the 
approach, covered in at the sides by 
tarpaulins, and decked over on top by the 
decking of the bridge. This, together with 
making temporary tables, had all been 
accomplished in a very short time, for Mr. 
Royce had been away to Sydney from 
Tuesday to Friday night; so that left only a 
short time of Saturday to make a room 
ready, fix tables, and prepare for the repast 
that same evening.  

The engine started, thence of course the 
electric light, which I may as well state was a 
surprise to everyone hereabouts who had 
never seen such a light before, and had 
heard a good deal about that kind of light. 
Some thought that it meant a very large 
bonflre such as is got up on Guy Fawkes' 
day; well the light was a success, and after a 

little alteration the contractor will be 
enabled to continue work of erecting this 
and other bridges by the electric light at 
night as well as he can carry on his work 
during daylight, thus expediting the 
progress of the work, and be enabled to 
construct all bridges in these colonies in 
much shorter time.  

This to my knowledge is the first electric 
light erected in the colonies for the purpose 
of bridge building, and the firm after 
repeated trials and disappointments has at 
last succeeded in obtaining the services of a 
gentleman who thoroughly understands the 
working and regulating of the electric light. 
After the usual comments upon the 
undertaking, the workmen turned their 
attention and sat themselves down to the 
tables and did good justice to the generosity 
of their employer, in the shape of putting a 
good stiffening dinner away. 

After the dinner being over Mr. Royce 
explained to the men assembled the reason 
of having a dinner, and trusted that this 
would not be the last occasion for such a 

Page !  of !3 5  http://historyofmanillansw.info

http://historyofmanillansw.info


Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser, 
 Thursday 17 September 1885, page 4 

HISTORY of MANILLA NSW

meeting, He would like every employer and 
employee to meet in such a happy manner 
as those now assembled and wished the 
prosperity of his employees, and would, on 
all occasions, endeavour to do all he could 
for the welfare of any and all the employees 
of their firm. 
Mr. F. M. Smith proposed that we give Mr. 
Royce three hearty cheers, which was done, 
everyone vieing with each other in trying to 
make the loudest and most hearty cheering. 
Such cheering has never been heard for 
miles around Manilla. 

Mr. E. Knott moved a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Royce for his providing such a repast, and 
Mr. Callard seconded, which was followed 
by ‘He is a Jolly Good Fellow.’ 
The Chairman then asked for some one to 
give a a little harmony, and some excellent 
songs were sung; as also, some music was 
provided by an accordion and concertina 
ably played by Messrs. Raymond and 
Harris, the two boilermakers, and Mr. 
Anderson. The following gentlemen gave 
the company some of their favourite songs:- 
Messrs. Callard, Gelding, Beck, Edwards, 

Smith, Gambol, Thurl, and one or two 
others which were duly appreciated by 
those assembled. Mr. Stein gave us a Scotch 
dialogue from Bobby Burns, highly 
appreciated, and an encore was demanded ; 
but owing to the water getting scarce for the 
engine, and the hour getting late, a vote of 
thanks was then passed to those ladies, 
including Mrs. Royce, for their kind 
attendance and energetic way in which they 
exerted themselves in getting up such a 
splendid dinner.  

Fred Roberts, blacksmith, then drew 
attention of those present to the successful 
efforts of the contractor in obtaining the 
electric light, it now being some 4 months 
since Mr. Royce first introduced the 
machine on the works, and after 2 or 3 
disappointments in the men who were 
engaged to work the machine, had at last 
succeeded in obtaining the services of one 
who had no trouble whatever in getting the 
light to work, he only having arrived in 
Manilla the night before. He had got the 
light to work so satisfactorily that they were 
enabled to eat the splendid dinner by its aid 

and without the assistance of any other 
artificial light. He expressed the opinion of 
all the employees of their satisfaction in 
seeing the success which crowned the 
efforts of their employer in his endeavour to 
make that light go, and go it did first rate. 
Mr. Roberts also desired to express the 
sympathies of all the employees towards 
Mrs. G. H. Royce, who was extremely 
indisposed so as to prevent her being 
present among the workmen on this 
evening, as we feel that she had over-exerted 
herself by this self-imposed task of trying to 
make everything agreeable and for the 
inducement of all the employees becoming 
more sociable one with another in their 
reunions, and one who was known not only 
to himself (Roberts) but to others for her 
kind charitable feelings towards her fellow 
creatures in their sore affliction and 
sickness, no matter whether they be in the 
employ of the firm or not.  

At this stage the engineer blew his whistle 
to indicate that he was about to stop the 
engine for want of water to the boiler, it 
being so late. It was decided to close by 
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giving three cheers for the successful 
accomplishment by the contractor of over-
coming all difficulties in lighting the electric 
light, which were given with good effect. 
Then the vast number of men, including 
many visitors at side doors, joined in "God 
Save the Queen," as loyal subjects only can. 
Thus ended the first dinner, properly 
termed a bridge dinner, being held under a 
bridge in course of erection by the 
contractors.  

I will endeavour in my next communication 
to give your readers a full description of this 
bridge, which is something after the style of 
your Belmore bridge, but of vastly greater 
strength, and as the river is now very low 
and only a small stream running, it 
measures from the main decking which is 
composed of iron (not so much timber 
being used about it as would be sufficient to 
make a match) a depth of nearly 50 feet. 
This is a very great depth for any one to fall 
who should be so unfortunate as to have to 
get inside of lattice bars out of the way of 
any wild cattle going to market which may 
get upon the bridge. At the same time any 

foot passengers who may be about the 
middle before they could turn and reach a 
safe landing, the cattle would be upon them, 
and then all would be up a tree with them. 
There is some large mobs of cattle often 
going past here to market, and some cause a 
great deal of amusement by their antics and 
frisky ways and actions during the crossing 
of the river. 

In Closing  
We have had a change of bonifaces here in 
the person of Mr. Steve Veness, he having 
retired from the Junction Hotel, which he 
has conducted for so many years to his 
many friends' and customers' satisfaction, 
in favour of Mr. Hawke, the late partner of 
Mr. Humphreys of Boggabri, store-keeper. 
There being only two public houses in this 
town the police have not such a heavy job; 
but they have to go a long way into the bush 
at times to make various arrests. Mr. 
Gardiner, senior-constable is in charge, 
assisted by Mr. Payne, late of Sydney, and 
both police officers seem to be well liked by 
the inhabitants of and around Manilla. 

I now close this, trusting that I am not 
taxing your space too much, nor trespassing 
upon the time of the many readers of the 
Maitland Mercury. 
P.S.-While writing, I am pleased to say that 
we are now (7.30 p.m. Tuesday) receiving a 
very nice shower of rain. This is the first 
rainfall here for the past thirteen weeks, and 
it will do a lot of good in this part of the 
district. 
Manilla, Sept. 14,1885
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