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RABBIT PEST 
Mr.  H.  Collier,  manager Manilla  Freezing Works,  on the commercial 
aspect:— In reading the report of the meeting held in Tamworth on the 
20th inst., one looks in vain for some suggestion to minimise the pest, 
and one is forced to the conclusion that the majority of speakers were 
more concerned in dealing with freezing works and trappers than in try 
ing to  find a  solution for  doing so.  Mr Ratliff  rather  "let  the cat,  or 
rabbits, out
of the bag" when he referred to the difficulty in securing farm labourers, 
etc.  That would seem to be the main cause of the antipathy of some 
landowners to trapping. One has yet to learn that Mr. Ratliff's poisoners 
are  of  a  superior  class  to  trappers,  or  that  poisoning  and  ruthlessly 
wasting  good  human  food  is  less  demoralising  than  trapping.  The 
speakers generally made bare statements without adducing an ounce of 
fact  to bear them out,  and it  is  with this phase of the question I  am 
concerned.  For  instance,  Mr.  Willsallen,  among  other  equally  wild 
statements, asserted that dealing with the rabbit as a commercial product 
— that if  freezing works and the sale of skins were done away with 
rabbits  would soon disappear.  Incidentally,  Mr.  Willsallen would also 
soon disappear, off his land, should that come to pass.
Facts, sir, facts we want, not parrot cry statements about some imaginary 
character who is going to throw rabbits over a netted fence. (Note the 
stab at the trapper again.) I have had experience of large netted in areas
—  to  wit,  Mr.  Jas.  Cunningham's  fine  Tuggranong  property  in  the 
southern district,  and never heard of any such dastardly charge being 
laid against a trapper.  Certainly Mr. Cunningham was a very popular 
gentleman. The chairman laid great stress on the fact that freezing works 
did more to wards "encouraging the pest" than any thing else, and that 
"the methods adopt ed by trappers in catching mostly bucks tended to 
increase the vermin." Here again we have a much advertised statement 
without  an  atom  of  fact,  and  it  is  evident  this  gentleman  is  totally 
ignorant of the facts — possibly accepting what some other gentleman 

has told him as correct — or he has some ulterior motive in making it. 
Here are facts:— During the breeding season quite 60 per cent, of the 
rabbits bought at the Manilla Freezing Works are does. Each of these 
does on a low average would bear four young. If I except one small lot 
(certainly  less  in  value  than  10/)  I  have  never,  during  many  years 
connection  with  the  rabbit  business,  paid  less  for  does  than  bucks. 
Admittedly milky does are of less value to an exporter, but are classed at 
the same price to the trapper. Milky doe skins are of considerably less 
value  than  buck  skins,  and  the  intake  at  any  freezing  works  is 
considerably greater when these are in evidence. As many men trap for 
skins as well as poison for them it is strong evidence that if they could 
catch bucks at their sweet will they would do so. It is an absolute fallacy 
to say that any trapper will allow does to escape him. My experience is a 
trap-per brings along every rabbit  that  is  marketable.  As these works 
have purchased a million rabbits in this district (this quite independent 
of the countless thousands destroyed when does are breeding) I would 
like some argument other than mere statement, to prove just how "we 
encourage the pest." Added to this I have always endeavoured to secure 
landowners  good  reliable  men,  and  never  at  any  time  have  I 
countenanced any thing unfair to a land owner, and my thanks are due to 
many of  them for  their  expression of  confidence and good will.  Mr. 
Onslow Thompson, who claims experience (I contend he has had little 
with  trappers  except  possibly  some  new  hand  who  could  not  catch 
enough to make the proverbial 'stew'), also claims that "while money is 
made out of rabbits it would be impossible to get rid of them." This also 
is  just  a  statement  of  opinion  unsupported  by  any  facts.  l  will  be 
pardoned for  in  turn making "just  a  statement"  in  reply.  I  am firmly 
convinced that the more the carcases and skins in crease in value the 
nearer you are to keeping the pest in check. Eradicate it you never will. 
Instead of throwing away small fortunes on poison when rabbits will not 
take it, get over your prejudice (it's nothing else) against trappers, and 
even  subsidise  them when  they  cannot  make  a  living  on  your  land. 
Poison simultaneously if you wish at certain times, and I opine that you 
will have less rabbits. I would also suggest that you do not put men of 
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your own choice on trap ping, as from your want of knowledge of the 
men, you are apt to put men on who cause you to condemn good men 
who are waiting the opportunity to demonstrate that trapping, as an "all 
the year round" means of destruction, is equal to, if not superior to any 
yet known method. It is a question whether extensive poisoning has not 
given the landowner yet another pest— the fly pest. As a statement of 
fact a large landowner in this district assures me he never was so free of 
the rabbit pest as when he had a team of picked trappers on his land — 
this at a cost of grass for a few horses; whereas the poisoning ran him 
into some hundreds a year. It is a well known fact rabbits are constantly 
on the move — hence if thinned on an owner's land by trapping or other 
mean's, others arrive in
a very short time to take their place, as this applies equally, no matter 
what means are adopted, it is manifestly un fair to say trapping increases 
the pest. If it were possible I would like to see all trapping prohibited all 
over  the  State  for  one  year;  as  a  means  of  illustrating  to  prejudiced 
landowners that they would not have a home over their heads if trapping 
were done away with. On second thought I would not like so great a 
calamity  to  befall  the  unprejudiced  gentleman.  Rabbits  are  here—
unfortunate ly for land owners. Because they are of commercial value is 
no argument that freezing companies are using any effort  to increase 
them. So far as possible our doors are open all the year round to buy 
them. If we were always out for our 'pound of flesh' we would at least 
refuse to buy during breeding seasons from poisoners who cannot get 
the same value for their doe skins, as we pay for the carcass. We have no 
quarrel with these men nor have we with any land owners. We recognise 
their  many  difficulties  and  ask  only  a  fair  deal  for  these  and  other 
freezing works. Three refrigerating cars passed through Tamworth from 
here on Tuesday night containing 33,000 rabbits. They are certainly all 
dead and will not breed any more. This is our way of "increasing" them!
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