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 ‘The Pastoral Industry’ [Extract] 
[Regarding the Wheat Industry in Manilla and  
the Broadacre Farming revolution] 

…Periodical plagues of grasshoppers and 
caterpillars caused wheat crop losses. In 1899 
caterpillars wiped out the crop at New Mexico 
in a week. However, the wild oat, or black oat, 
as it is called, has been the greatest pest the 
wheat farmer has had to content with. 
 Mr W. A. Bowman of Sugarloaf, Rushes 
Creek, was elected vice president of the North 
and Northwest Divisional Council of the 
Wheatgrowers Union in 1955. 
 On 14 September 1956, the general 
president of the Wheat and Wool Growers 
Association, Mr. D.G. Barwick, spoke about the 
spiralling costs affecting Australian primary 
industry, particularly wheat growers.  
 Rail freight averaged two shillings a 
bushel and shipping to England six shillings a 
bushel. He doubted the industry's ability to 
carry any further increase. 
 In 1966 the annual rainfall was below 
average, but that year saw one of the biggest 
wheat harvests ever in Manilla, over 1,000,000 
bushels been delivered to local bulk storage. The 
250,000 bushel [6800 tonne] wheat silo was 
erected by the New South Wales Grain Elevator 
Board at Manilla Rahway early in 1960. In 1970 
the newly erected 500,000 bushel [13,600 
tonne] bulk wheat storage building received  

wheat from the harvest and the 1975 harvest 
again topped the million bushel mark. 
 At the Manilla Horticultural Society's 
festival in 1972 the theme was 100 years of the 
Golden Grain, celebrating a century of the 
growing of commercial wheat in Manilla 
district. 26 different varieties of wheat, 
especially grown by the Tamworth research 
station were shown, from the Purple Straw of 
the 1860s, Allore, Leaks Rustproof, Federation, 
Florence, Bunyip, Ford, Pusa 4 and Celebration, 
to the Timgalen, Gatcha, and Gamut varieties  
of today. [1970s] 
 With the low prices for wool in the late 
1950s fifties and early 1960s, and the price of 
grain returning a very reasonable income, more 
people turned to farming. In many cases every 
available acre that could be ploughed and 
cropped was utilised. Not only wheat, but  other 
grains returned handsome profits, especially 
sorghum, oats, barley and sunflowers. Sorghum 
and Sunflowers being summer crops, a crop 
rotation could be carried out. It was found 
however, that after a crop of sorghum had been 
harvested, the stubble made valuable feed 
during the winter, especially for cattle. The 
ground was prepared in the early summer for 
the following year’s wheat crop and this  

procedure produced an excellent crop even if  
the season was an average one. With the rabbit 
menace being controlled, much larger storage 
space being provided by the Grain Elevators 
Board at the railway station and better farming 
techniques being employed, a revolution 
occurred in farming and handling methods.  
 Bulk handling became necessary on 
farms, storage facilities were erected and 
farmers changed from kerosene powered 
tractors to diesel powered units so that tractors 
increased in power and could cover the ground 
more rapidly. Tilling machinery accordingly 
increased in size and what was considered a 
reasonable week's work with the old machinery 
could be accomplished in a couple of days with 
the new units. Tractors were fitted with air-
conditioned cabs, wireless, hydraulics, three 
point linkage and lights, and so were able to 
work 24 hours a day week in and week out. In 
most cases harvest machinery became self-
propelled, with 150 to 200 bushel [4 to 5.4 
tonne] grain tanks which are emptied with a 
built in auger. They take only a few minutes to 
transfer the wheat from the header to the truck 
or the bulk bin, and the header is off again. 
Grain is delivered from the farm to the railhead 
with trucks and semi-trailers all fitted with bulk 
bins. Some semi-trailers carry up to 30 tonnes a  
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load with the majority carrying from 8 to 15 
tonnes. 
 With the completion of Keepit Dam in 
1960, the people below the dam became 
irrigation conscious. Thousands of hectares 
around Narrabri  and Wee Waa became the 
biggest cotton growing area in Australia – corn, 
sorghum, sunflowers, oats and wheat were also 
irrigatable crops. It was also discovered that the 
area had a vast underground water supply and 
bores were sunk, up to 455,000 ltr. or more 
being pumped from these bores per hour. The 
grain revolution spread west and as a result 
Moree changed from a pastoral town to an 
agricultural town almost overnight. The station 
properties that were wholly pastoral turned to 
grain production; the plains needed very little, if 
any, clearing for ploughing. In many cases 
paddocks up to 5000 acres [2623 hectares] were 
ploughed up and cropped and yields were 
outstanding. Share farmers played a big part in 
the development of these larger holdings as 
grain growing concerns. 
 At present the north west of New South 
Wales, which produces more than half of the 
state’s exportable wheat, is considered one of the 
best areas for growing premium hard wheat in 
the world. It is interesting to note that from 
1872, the date that wheat was first commercially 
grown in the district, wheats were of the  

bearded type. Then followed a period when 
bearded wheats went out of favour and most 
wheat was clean headed. Today the wheel has 
turned full circle and almost every wheat variety 
released to growers from the various research 
stations in north is of the bearded type. Being 
low growing and fast maturing, these wheats 
produce a very high-quality flour and are 
readily exportable.  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